Press release for the nonfiction book
THIS IS LATCH, The Story of Rear Admiral Roy F. Hoffmann by Weymouth D. Symmes - November 2007
PICTORIAL HISTORIES PUBLISHES A NEW BIOGRAPHY OF NAVY LEGEND AND SWIFT BOAT VETERANS AND POWS FOR TRUTH FOUNDER, 
ADMIRAL ROY F. HOFFMANN
Roy F. Hoffmann, one of “The Greatest Generation,” enlisted in the U.S. Navy in World War II; was called back to serve when the Korean War broke out; and was aboard the USS Pirate (AM 275) when it struck a mine and sank in less than four minutes in Wonsan Harbor. Admiral Hoffmann rose through the ranks, ultimately commanding four ships in his long career. In May of 1968 then Navy Captain Hoffmann became the commander of Task Force 115 in Vietnam, leading his command in pursuit of the enemy on the coastal and inland waterways of South Vietnam. Admiral Hoffmann, in retirement, founded and was the driving force behind Swift Boat Veterans and POWs For Truth during the 2004 presidential election.
Capt. Hoffmann was CO of the Leahy from February 13(20), 1971 to September 11, 1972, compiling a stellar record with that command and crew.  He left the Leahy for the Pentagon and was advanced to rear admiral.  "This is Latch" is a full biography of Roy Hoffmann, including all of his commands.  The Leahy section runs from pp 337-363 with several photos and interviews with former XO Don Campbell, Capt. Louis Colbus, Admiral Harry Train and former navigator Dave Wallace among others.
The book This is Latch is also about Mary Linn Hoffmann, the remarkable Hoffmann family and the sacrifices required on the home front as career military people defend our great nation. This is a story of what it takes to make flag rank and how the navy operates. It is a story of courage, sacrifice, discipline, responsibility, leadership, and being the very best you can be. It is the quintessential American story.
This is Latch contains a foreword by best selling co-author of Unfit for Command John O’Neill, more than 160 pictures and maps and over 60 interviews, which cover Admiral Hoffmann’s career and retirement, including World War II, Korea, Vietnam and finally Swift Boat Veterans and POWs for Truth and the Admiral Roy F. Hoffmann Foundation. 
Author Weymouth D. Symmes was born and raised in Montana, and received his Bachelor’s and Master’s Degrees from the University of Montana. He enlisted in the Navy in 1966; spent two years aboard the USS Ticonderoga; one year in the Mekong Delta of South Vietnam on Swift boats; and was honorably discharged in 1970. He is a retired banker, who with his wife, Terry, spends summers in Missoula, Montana, and winters in Arizona. Symmes is also the author of War on the Rivers.
THIS IS LATCH was published by Pictorial Histories Publishing Company, Inc., 713 South Third Street West, Missoula, MT 59801, (406) 549-8488, fax (406) 728-9280, phpc@montana.com, website: www.pictorialhistoriespublishing.com. To learn more about the author and This is Latch, visit www.warontherivers.com.
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