The disposal of all nine “true” Leahy Class ships went like this:

1998 - USS Richmond K. Turner DLG/CG-20
2000 - USS Dale DLG/CG-19

2000 - USS Worden DLG/CG-18

2001 - USS Reeves DLG/CG-24

2002 - USS Harry E. Yarnell DLG/CG-17
2003 - USS Halsey DLG/CG-23

2004 - USS England DLG/CG-22

2005 - USS Gridley DLG/CG-21

2005 - USS Leahy DLG/CG-16

The history ended at the bottom of our oceans for our first four Leahy’s.
Number 1 was put there in...
1998: Richmond K Turner The RKT was decommissioned on 13 April 1995 and struck from the Navy list that same day. On 9 August

1998, ex-Richmond K. Turner was sunk as a target near Puerto Rico. The SINKEX was conducted by the USS Enterprise battle group
including the cruiser Philippine Sea, destroyers Thorn, Nicholson and Carrier Air Wing 3. The Air Force also dropped three 2,000-
pound bombs. Richmond K. Turner sank in nearly 3,000 fathoms (18,000 ft).




Next, two Leahy’s went in one year. They first sink this girl in...
2000: Dale The Dale was decommissioned in September 1994 at Naval Station Mayport, Florida. She made her way to Philadelphia
Naval Shipyard at some point... seen there in June of 1999. She was then towed to Roosevelt Roads in Dec of 99 to participate in DD-
21 Weapons Effect Test (WET). On Dec 17, a 500lb SLAM-ER was detonated in the aft portion of the ship. Then on Jan 13" F/A-18
pilots fired tactical SLAM-ER and made a direct hit to the forward STB side of the ship. She was then towed back to Naval Station
Roosevelt Roads for evaluation. Ultimately, she was sent back out once more on 6 April 2000 and sunk as a target off the East Coast
near Maryland. 037° 35' 59.0" North / 070° 45' 04.0" West... 2150 Fathoms.




Next one in...
2000: Worden The War Pig was decommissioned and struck from the Naval Register at Pearl Harbor on 1 October 1993. Although
originally intended for a scrap sale, that contract was rescinded and the hulk was sunk as a target during fleet training exercises near
Hawaii on 17 June 2000. The Worden now rests at 22°57.1” North / 160°0.2” West... 2,560 Fathoms.




Our 4™ and last Leahy to rest on the oceans bottom was put there in...
2001: Reeves The Reeves was decommissioned on 12 November 1993, stored at the Naval Inactive Ship Maintenance Facility
(NISMF), Pearl Harbor. She was ultimately used as a target ship on 31 May 2001 during a sink exercise (SINKEX) off the coast of
Queensland, Australia during a joint U.S. and Australian naval exercise. Her final resting place is 26°26'53.0"” South / 155°24'27.0"
East... where she lies at a depth of 2,541 Fathoms










Shipbreaking ripped & tore our girls into shreds! The first was the worst... and dragged out over 8 long disrespectful years.
The only Leahy destroyed at Philly’s shipyard, finally completed her history in...
2002: Harry E. Yarnell The HEY was decommissioned 20 October 1993, and stricken 29 October 1993. She was sold 14 April 1995 for
scrapping at Quonset Point, RI, but the scrap contract was terminated 1 December 1996 (scrapping 10% complete) and the hulk

returned to Philadelphia for storage. Scrapping was ultimately completed in April 2002







The last four remaining Leahy’s went through shipbreaking at Brownsville Texas.
Our 6™ Leahy to be destroyed ended her story in...
2003: Halsey The HALSEY was decommissioned and stricken from the Navy Register on 28 January 1994 at San Diego. Transferred
on 7 March that same year to the Maritime Administration, she was laid up at the Suisun Bay, CA. reserve fleet. Finally, she was sold
for scrap to International Shipbreaking LTD, Brownsville, Texas and arrived there in Dec of 2004. Scrapping completed Nov, 2003.




The next to enter the facility, finished her life in...
2004: England The England was decommissioned on 21 January 1994, mothballed in the Suisun Bay for ten years and then in 2003,
made her way to Brownsville for scrapping. That was completed in 2004.
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Then it happened again in the early months of...
2005: Gridley The Gridley made her final port visit to San Francisco California in October 1993. She then returned to San Diego,
where she was decommissioned, stricken from the Naval Vessel Register and transferred to the Maritime Administration for

temporary lay-up on 21 January 1994. She laid up in the Suisun Bay California reserve fleet until 2004, when she was then moved to
Brownsville for disposal. Scrapping was complete in 2005.

TEE T S o Teaat —_— g Sty Hu—y e
= - -

S g 15 R e, 1Y
Eataniales 1002
e -




g ——
S TATE Vi Bewan

Cirmdlay Mae | AL Mach Bm 22

Girulley Props 22 Sep'ldl

Gindley Lend Ballast 22 Sep 04




Number 9... and any hope of a Leahy being memorialized vanished in July of...
2005: Leahy Being the first and the last... The Leahy was the longest oldest surviving Leahy Class ship. Decommissioned on 1
October 1993 and stricken from the Naval Vessel Register (NVR) the same day. On 8 October 1993, she was transferred to the
USDOT Maritime Administration (MARAD) and laid up as part of the Suisun Bay Reserve Fleet in Benicia, CA. In 2004, she was towed
by USNS Navajo (T-ATF-169) to the former Rodman Naval Station in the Canal Zone. From there, she was towed by USNS Mohawk
(T-ATF-170) and on 21 June 2004 arrived at the Naval Inactive Ship Maintenance Facility in Beaumont, TX.On 24 July 2004, Leahy was
moved to the International Shipbreaking Limited yards in Brownsville, Texas, to be dismantled. Scrapping started the first week of

August 2004, 42 years after her 4 August 1962 commissioning. Scrapping was completed 6 July 2005, 44 years after her 1 July 1961
launch date.
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Brownsville International Shipbreaking Facility

The breakdown of the Leahy Class ships at International Shipbreaking facility in Brownsville Texas is a bit confusing.
Many have the photos mislabeled for who-is-who ...and some are actually linking these photographs to ships that were
never even at Brownsville! Truth is, sailors are grasping onto anything that might be ...the last pictures of their ship ...and
being a sailor myself, | can relate to this desire. However ...I would also want it to be correct. So, | spent a good amount
of time researching these events and to the best of my knowledge ...this is how it all went down in Brownsville Texas.

The Halsey was sent there first. This photo was taken of her leaving Colon Panama in rout to FL on Dec 12, 2002 ...and
from there she was sent to Brownsville TX. This is the last known photo of the Halsey.

Photo #1 http://www.msc.navy.mil/sealift/2003/april/doitright.htm

Based on the other Leahy ships that went through Brownsville, a breakdown takes approximately 6 to 7 months to
complete. This means that the Halsey would have finished her breakdown sometime in June or July of 2003.

Next to go was the England. All indications show that this photo of her in route to Brownsville was taken in Dec of 2003.

Photo #2 http://www.navysite.de/cg/images/cg22 7.ipg

Here in Photo #3 (below) ...taken on Jan 14" of 2004, the England is at Brownsville ...and positioned out of the main
channel, which would make sense because she needs to be in this area to finish her final steps of the breakdown. Why?
Because they’ll be shifting her up the ramp and out of the water to cutup what’s left of her hull.


http://www.msc.navy.mil/sealift/2003/april/doitright.htm
http://www.navysite.de/cg/images/cg22_7.jpg

"~ Photo#3 http://www.navsource.org/archives/04/1122/04012207.ipg

Notice in the above photo... the commercial ship that’s being broken down, she’s on the ramp. Also notice that the
England still has her 55’s, no holes in her side and her forward main deck is still intact ...all indications that they just
began the process. Lastly, look at her fantail in relationship to her distance from the beach. She’s a good distance away
from the shore and out into the channel.

Now here she is, early Feb of 2004. In this photograph ...you can clearly see that the commercial ship is on the left, she
now has holes cut into her side and her forward main deck has been removed.

@ Photo #4 http://www.navsource.org/archives/04/1122/04012209.ipg

- Photo #5 http://www.shipspotting.com/gallery/photo.php?lid=315743

Notice the progress of the commercial ship in the back with reference to Photo #3, not only has the superstructure been
removed, but she’s now further away from the England ...and this is because they’re in the final steps of the breakdown.
She’s slowly being shifted up the ramp and onto the shore as they progressively cut her up. Take note that the
containment boom is also different from Photo #3 ...they probable needed to bring a barge in to shove the commercial
ship further up the ramp, because she was still too heavy to pull with a winch. Also, if you enlarge this photograph ...it's
kind of hard to see but, you can actually tell that the bow on the England is cut out the exact same way as it was in
Photo #4.


http://www.navsource.org/archives/04/1122/04012207.jpg
http://www.navsource.org/archives/04/1122/04012209.jpg
http://www.shipspotting.com/gallery/photo.php?lid=315743

In April of 2004, the Gridley arrived to Brownsville ...and she was positioned in the main channel while the England
finished preparing for her final steps of the breakdown. You'll notice in the photographs to come (mainly Photo #10)
that the England is not ready for the ramp when the Gridley arrived. So, they left the England where she was ...and
positioned the Gridley in the main channel to begin her breakdown. Future plans involve moving the Gridley out of the
channel ...and closer to the ramp, when the Leahy arrived in July.

Here’s the Gridley and England on April 27" of 2004.

Photo #6 http://www.navsource.org/archives/04/1122/04012208.ipg

Notice in the above photo... the England’s fantail in reference to her distance from the beach... the distance is still the
same as it was in the other photographs. Also notice the containment boom on the water next to the England... it
appears to be in the exact same positon as it was in Photo #5 ...down the STB side and across to the right shore. This is
because the commercial ship (now even further away from the England ...or even possible gone) would have been light
enough by now to winch up the ramp ...requiring no barge ...and no barge means, no movement of the containment
boom.

The England should have completed her breakdown sometime around July of 2004 ...which would make sense
considering the following photographs of the Leahy were taken about three months after Photo #6. The plan was, in
order to make enough room for the Leahy’s arrival, the England needed to be out of the way ...and at least onto the
ramp by July of 2004.

Here's the Leahy being towed to Brownsville in July of 2004.

Photo #7 http://www.ussleahy.com/LeBrown.html

In Photo #8 ...taken Aug of 2004, you can see they positioned the Leahy in the main channel and shifted the Gridley into
the position of where the England once sat. Again, they need to be in this area to complete the final process of the
breakdown ...and barges would have been available to perform this move, because they just brought in the Leahy!


http://www.navsource.org/archives/04/1122/04012208.jpg
http://www.ussleahy.com/LeBrown.html

Photo #8 http://www.ussleahy.com/LeBrown.html

Also notice in photo #8.. the Gridley’s fantail in reference to HER distance from the beach. It not the same as it was with
the England, it’s much closer to the shore and further out of the main channel. That’s because all that’s left of her, is the
hull. She was sitting much higher in the water than the England was when they put her there, so they was able to shove
the Gridley closer to the beach, making the walking distance on and off the ship shorter and safer! AND... there wasn’t a
commercial ship in the way, so they were able to push the Gridley further in toward the ramp. Lastly, notice the
containment boom on the water ...it's not positioned the same as it was in the last couple photographs of the England.

Now here’s the Leahy in photo #9... taken Nov 11" of 2004. Notice that the containment boom is now gone... and the
Gridley is no longer there, which would make sense considering she started her breakdown in April of 2004. So the
Gridley’s either completely finished ...or she’s on the ramp.

' Photo #9 http://www.ussleahy.com/LeBrown.html

And here in Photo #10, which was taken on Dec 28" of 2004 ...you can see what remains of the Leahy. There’s not much
left of a these ships by the time they reach the ramp, which reinforces what | said earlier about the England ...and why
she wasn’t moved onto the ramp in Photo #6 ...there simply was too much left of the England to be move onto the ramp
in that photo. I’'m not even sure if the Leahy’s ready for the ramp at this point? Maybe they’re only moving her “closer”
to the ramp because another ship arrived ...and they need her in that next position to make room ...like they did with the
Gridley when the Leahy arrived? Who knows... Nevertheless, what | am certain of is ...they’re definitely moving her out
of the main channel and CLOSER to the ramp with barges. Once she’s in that closer position, they’ll be able to simply
shift her over to (if necessary) ...and up the ramp for completion.


http://www.ussleahy.com/LeBrown.html
http://www.ussleahy.com/LeBrown.html

Photo #10 http://www.ussleahy.com/LeBrown.html

And that’s it... the entire plan for the dispose of the four Leahy Class ships was exactly that, an entire plan. They knew
precisely when each ship was going to arrive ...they knew how long it would take for each step to complete ...they knew
when and where to put each ship to minimize cost ...and everything was executed with all this in mind. So rest assured
Halsey, England, Gridley and Leahy sailors ...these photos I've labeled are 99.9% Correct ...and sadly, they are the final
photographs of your ships.

Long live the memories of our Leahy Class ships within our hearts ...and within or minds.
Jamie Nicole Demharter

NOTE: Completion of breakdown is not completion of scrapping!

Halsey
Entered her breakdown Dec of 2004.

Completed her breakdown approximately July of 2003.
Completed her scrapping on Nov 30" of 2003

England
Entered her breakdown Jan of 2003.

Completed her breakdown approximately July of 2004.
Completed her scrapping on Oct 20" of 2004

Gridley
Entered her breakdown April of 2004.

Completed her breakdown approximately in Oct of 2004.
Completed scrapping on March 31°* of 2005

Leahy
Entered her breakdown July of 2004.

Completed her breakdown approximately in Jan of 2005.
Completed scrapping on July 6™ of 2005


http://www.ussleahy.com/LeBrown.html

