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At Sea
§ Apaik, 1974

Pean LEAHY Famify and Fadiends,

IX7s hand fo hefdicve that a month has passed sirec my
Lasdt waiting, get this feuntan LTAHVEDNAM of eun Had Caudise'd
manks a menih afmost to the day. Aad, as I'm sure sootrz add
aware, L1 alse manks oun homewsrd haif of Lhe crudsz, Some-
iﬁiﬁg'wa'ue afd been Lookding fesward teo with great anticipa-
UH.,

Tomernew bitingd 2o on ewvd wor Latest at-sea peadod - 13
daygs of vigoious fastieal Ladining exetcdses with varnious
unLids of§ Sthe 8fh Fleef, 3wl bedose we Look ahead, 174 Like %o
Ahate e Last month's activities with ysu, end give gou an
idea of rew - -and where - godr LEAFYHAN has bBeen sponding
his i,

LEAAY anndived Lin Thessalonlli, Creece on Merch 134k, and,
s T sdood in Lhe pilof house while e eantesred this port eity
sleepod din hisdory, I houahd cp the Lhousandr of ships Zhai
sadifed these sawmc ctafers bhogohe LEARY, bach cven before
Alexanden the Grecd snibed his Iwnekdial Novy fuom henre to
invade fhe Persdon Iwpdie An Asia., 1 §ol# picood nhodsing
Lhese wrdoxs - prond Fhod LEAHY aad flen enee would be addad
Lo the L4428 o0f valian® siins and men That entered this poat
An pursudt of her mirsicr of poacs and Lhe paolection of all
gfreedon - Loving pecufas, My pride centainfy was fultificd
dusing ewi visdt, as LEAHYHEN joined wiih Creab oifizens £0
paind the Thessalendihi VUCA and as many mora donatad bleed
A0 Thaf ethers, uninown Lo Lhem, might have the chonee f2 five
gull Elves and enfoy the poace we are comatfanily sfnivipg fe
maintadin, Hany ef yowr LEAHYEEN enfeged Louass o historin
dilea FThat wene once a centek of Lhe Syrawtive Eppine., Aad
aeae 4 (hessnlonikd mony a LEAHYHAN {ound shevning a drcam -
myselfd Jlrafuded - wich prices neputed Lo be sovnie of £he Fow-
et e The Mad, ALL La afl, gur {ive-day visdit 1o Thessalondli
war ore wz'ld nod sdoen fonged., Non wilfl Thessalowihi soon
foiqed LIANY, 40 we uiee agedim paoved Zhe U.3. Navy Zo be the
fineasd ambasaadors of goodwill wfleat.

Be foid Cacece nifh mixed emoflons: sad that we wese
Leaning befdind many nes qxiends, ged anxicos and rcedy Lo
pardonr the feb we were maant Lo do. The Tdoh of Maxoh
geund us steamirg feovaad owr namdezvous wifh USS AMERICA and
five guld days of varizd axainiscs, festing LEAHY s chrew and
equipment alike, As always LEARY excelfed in all we did
[from ASW cxercises Zo AAl) and by Maxch 231d we wekre moke



than ready foa cur mext port visif - Lhe beautiful eity of
Tstanbul, Crheossnoads of the Ecstern Morld,

e wessed through the Pandanelles and entered the Ros-
parus oOn a4 foggy overcasi moanding, dropped anchorn onfy 500
gands from Fleet Landing at latanbufl, and began four of The
most interesting days of our crudse. LEAMY was howored al-
most immediately uvon arnival with a pverdonal visdit by the
fmeriean Consul Gencnaf and hanking Tunkish Officens.

Libenty eall found LEAHYHMEH Lined up on the quanterdeck, ready
fo enoss the watens of the Bosporus and meei this ancient,
yet modenn, oify., Tn Istanbul we nof oniy found exclusdive
otefs and shops desdigned by seme of Today's most innovative
architects, we alse found shops, homes and "osques bullt cen-
tunies age by the O0fzoman Tuiks. Probably the biggest shop-
ping treat was thz Grand Covered Bazaar - 2 mdllion sguahe
{eet 04 shops undern one rood. There, many a LEAHYHAN was
introduced £o the {ine and ancient ant of bangaining, as I'm .
sune you'Zd find out when he getfs home. The Blue Meosque, an
ancient Moslem church, was a high point on one of the many
touns available to your LEAMVHAN, And many of us were trheated
to new dining expeniences as we enfoyed dishes preparec <in
a sfyle dating back Zhousands of years. But, as do all visdits,
ounsd - to Istanbul drnew gquickly to its end and on fiarch 271th
we passed through the Daidaneifcs onece again heady to perform
oun duties in Zhe exceptional manner characterisidic of oun
LEAHVMET,

From Mareh 2&th until Aprif 5th we went Thiaough a rigon-
ous period of exercises with LMETICA and the ofher ships of
our Tash Group. Then on Apiil 5th we began a two day exereise
which included not only our own Tashk Group 60.71, but also
Tash Group 60.2 Led by the USS FORRESTAL, Once agadin, LEAHY
exceflfed in all she set out to do and LEAHVMEN vut {foath many
Long houns and much hand wornk to bring about cun success. You
can cerntainfy be proud of yourn LEAHVHAM, as T am, {or Zhe job
“weld done” by all haunds,

A high podint of ounr Lasit at-sea pendiod came on Avadl 3xad,
when ithe entinre Task Group cefebrated Peovle Pay, a day sed
aside fo recognize the MHavy's continuing effornt Lo promofe
Human Goadls.

LEAHY {ell gquickly into the holiday rouldine, and by noon,
on a becitiful Mediternanean day, the fantalil was abuzz with
aetivity. A boxing and wirestlding "smoker"” was Zhe firnst eoncer
04 the day, and the chew was enferiained by many aspirdng
fighters. A ban-b-que follfowed and the chew enfoyed charcoal
broiled hamburgens and hot dogs, along with petato safad,
baked beans and cold drinks, Duning the bar-b-gue a skeel
shoot vroved that many LEAHYMEM wenre certainly marksmen. The
dags activities were culfminated by a Talent Show, and we found



Lthat LEAHYMEN ane truly brave in the {ace of advensity as we
Were ineated te some fine guitan playing and singing. Aprdl
ad ceatodinty was a Peaple Jay onboard LEAHY, and it senved
To hemind us That evenyday should be dedicated te Human Goeals.

That brings us up-fo-date and now, as I wrife ithis, we are
dteaming towands Naples, Italy fon oun Tenden Avallabilbity
period, fweniy-five days of upheep, nepfenishment and relaxa-
ien Emﬂm the eveanday Life at sea. e are anxicus to visit
this beautiful ecity on the western coast cf Ttaly, and expect
to take {uli advantage of Zhe numerous facifities at ithe ATO
Base and Haval Suppornt Activity there. Touhrs. txe vlentiful
An 1zaly, and T'm sute many a LEAHVHMEN will be visifing such
histonic cities as Pempedidi, Henculaneum, and Pome. And some
LEAHY families will be visiting Maples te be with thein men
and LEAHY anxiously Loehs forwand to these visitsi., COMSIXTHFLT
kas also allowed LZANY ig grant a Limited number of crewmembens
Leeve fo fnavel Lo fhe U.S., and pekhaps some of you will be
redcing Zids while woun LEAHYHAN 4s with gou. ALE in afl,
oun ifapies visdt, which will Last until May 3xd, wiif be a
well-desenved and welcome rest for alf hands. The next LEAHY-
GRAM should be (Liled with many of goun LEAHVHAN'S experiences
in Haples,

In closing, T want fo thank you whole-heariedly fon toux
Lettens and constant supnont. Fach LEAHYMAM awaiis the pip-
ina o0f mailf-call, and whife we may someiimes have to wdalf an
exina day en twe fon the mail, it is a Ged-send. Voun pride
and suppori fox goun LEAHYUAN makes fim the fine effective
man he i4. And while he may noi afways have the time i¢ wraite,
I know kis Love and appreciation are there,

S0, until nexd LEAHYGRAM, fet me Zake this opperitunity
1o wish you a blessed and happy Easten secason and may Ged be
wilh you

Sincekely,
- - T - ..)

_,.-"f::;?fff’f 5 -J-"J__,,_w . ¢
W, B, JORFAH In. /

Captaig,  USH



