LEAHYGRAM V

CELEBRATING OUR 16TH YEAR



hAugustlh, 1978

Dear LEAHY Families and Friends,

Cur previous - LEAHYGRAM was
mailed to vou'a short time before
we left on our deployment to the
Western Paclfic [(WHSTPAC). We're
now in port insubic Bay, Philip-
pine Islands, after having leaft
San Diego the morning of July 6.
But Iet me backiracka bit to fill
you in onafew of our predeploy-
ment: Activities.

We interrupted the flow of
gupplies coming aboard, the last
pinute training and briefings and
the oather many detalls involved
with preparing a Navy ship for a
scheduled seven-month cruisa,
long enough to hold a Dependents’
Cruise. Cne of the Navy's ma-
thods for familiarizing families
and friends with l1ife aboard ship
is to have periodic one-day
cruises in which gquests are em-
barked, giving them a chance to
s=a Ffirst-hand what their hus-
bands, brothers, sons, relatives
and friends do aboard ship.

LEAHY's Dependents' Cruise was
an June 2. Oour ship has a normal
complement of slightly over 400
men but on this summer day we
steamed past Point Loma, the pro-
nontory overlooking San biego
Harbor, with an extra 126 persons
aboard., During the nine-hour
crulse, our guests were enter-
tained by a wvariety of activi-
ties,

Conducted tours gave them a
clese look at where we work andg
liva. An underway replenishment
(UNREP) with a Navy oiler and a
vertical replenishment (VERTREP)
with a helicopter gave them in-
sight as to Navy at-sea opera-
tions. i film and a slide pre-
sentation about LEAHY gave our
Juests a chance to relax while
learning more about LEAHY and her
history.

Chaplain (Lieutenant Commander) Frank
Taylor and his son, Edward, watch the
cliffs of Polnt Loma pass as LEAHY plides
put to sea at the beginning of the De-
pendonts’ Crufse,

Slgnalman Third Class David Holm of Liberty-
ville, Tilinoia points to & passing ¥ovy ship
off our port bow as two young visitors to LEA-
HY 'durding our deperdente’ cruise look on;

Qur guests crowd LEAHY 's woather—
decks to uateh an’ UNREP with a
Navy oiler.




To add g festive touch to Ehe
occasion, we had a barbecue on
board, complete with hamburgers,
hot dogs and chicken. By the
time we returned to port that
evening, our guests ware both
well fed and better informed a-
bout 1ife at sea on a MNavy ship.

[ieutenant:- J.G. Frank Morphy of Cold-
water, Michigan and his wife, Candd,
ronewed thelr mirrfage vows during our
dependents’ crulse. Performing the
ceremony, with ‘o' painting of Fleet Ad-
mirel Willdiam Dandel LEeahe looking on,
{8 Uhaplain Tavlor

A MNsvy hellcopter hovers over LEAHY's
fantail as our guests look on from a
gnfe distonce.

Electrician's Mate Sendor
Chief Ban Siebeln, hia tuo
children, Chad and Carisn,
and his wife Sharon eat a
relaxing plenic meal on
the Lanbail' diuring our de-
pendents’ crulge.



Membors' of Cub Pack 396 from El
Cajon; Callforniapose on the piler
prior to touring LEAHY.

Just as many LEAHYHEN took
leave during the Christmas and
New Year holiday seasons, many
chose to take leave in the weeks
before we deployed. This was the
final chance to visit with £riends
and loved ones before the deploy-—
ment. Then on July &, frianis
and relatives rvath.red on Pier 4,
Baval Station San Diego to see
ug aff.

After being underway for six
days, we s5teamed into Fearl Har-
bor, Hawaii the morning of July
12 where we refueled and took on
gtores. A series of briefinas
for many of the officers and mén
followed at Commanzer 4in Chief
Pacific Pleet Headgquartersa. Thesa
briefinds brought us up bto date
gn the sayver-changing maritime
environmant in the far reaches
af the Pacific Ocean.




LEAHYMEN enjoyed four days of
Fibarty In Hewall wvisiting Hono-
lulu and swimming at the various
beaches. Then on July 16 we de-
parted Peari Harbor and returned
ko our ak-sea routine of watch
standing, maintenance and train-
ing in the never-ending task of
increasing our military and job
specialty knowledge.

We were scheduled to sail to
Buckner Pay, Okinawa, bit Mother
Nature changed ‘our plans. on
July 27, we ran into the edge of
two typhoons, Wendy and Virginia.
In ordaer to awvoid® tha bHh-knot
winds and 30-foor waves of these
tvphoons, we were [orced to turn
narth and head for Yokosuka, dJa-
ST We arrived in Yokosuka

Thie training naver stopd on’ LEAHY.
Clasa Leonard Bell' (chicd
pladis the fine points of
PMvistion as the ship

from Lef)

ties nlongside

Listening to. Letnard are [froiom left)

[just south of Yokohama) on the
morning of July 29. After taking
on foel, we steamed out of the
harbor the fpllowing morning-and
headed toward our original desti-
nation, Okinawa.

Threading our way between the
swo eyphoons, we arrived at Oki-
nawa August first, 26 days after
leaving Sanhego. We had steamed
more than 6,800 miles to reach
this southernmost of the Ryukyu
Islands which strotch =outh in'a
thin string from Japan.

We tied alongside
White Beach, on the south coast
of the island and again took on
fuel and fresh water and the crew
hiad-a chance to go ashore for the
BVEninGg.

4 . -pler at

Hontawalh's Mote Spoond

Fhilbndelphia ex-

ling hapdling o members of Declk
Penrl Harhor Pior H]b.
Electronlee Technicinn

Sohimin Apprent]ce
Tom Chashers, Sea-
B Apprentice
Terry Thompson of
Marenpo, [Llingls
and Seaman Lou De=
korsi of Chicago.



The next morning we were under=
way again, our destination the
large U.S5. naval base at Subic
Bay in the Philippine Islands.
Two events during this perioo
added. . a‘bikt of variety to our
everyday routine.

First, Boatswain's Mate Third
Cless Bill Morray of Piscataway,
Hew Joersay was working topside
helping satow a mooring line when
& pigeon landed on the deck. He
took it to sickbay and our corps-
men checked to make sure:it wasn't
injured and then gave it water.
The bird had identification bande
on its legs and stamped marckina:
on its wing. The pigeon was

semebody christened the pigeon
Mr. Liborty Cale, and for oW,
Ed has decided to lot the rocer

Eeep the name.

turned over to Storekeeper Second
Class Ed Gale. Ed raced pigeons
back in his hometown of Farming-
ton, Connecticut for four years
and his father is now caring for
his flock of 50 birds while he's
in the Navy. Ed identified the
pigeon ag a4 long-distance racer
that had been blown off course
during a race. Right now, Ed is
caring for the bird and 1s going
to try and trace down the owner
when we reach Taiwan. If he's

unable to do sa, he'll free the
bird and hopefully our winged
stowaway will find dits way back
to its coop.




Among those pressnt at the ship's birthday celebrarion were (from left) Captain
Peagriman, Mess Management Speclialist Chief (partially hidden behind the captain)
Orlande Trinidad, Personnelman Senior Chief Rennto Buenafe, Ship%s Serviceman
Seaman Bickey Hi1l, Signalmon Seécond Class Gary ferilii, Mess Mansgément Soaman
Bob Gibbs and Machinist's Mate Third Class Rauwl Cruz. August &, by the way, not
only has signifigance For the ship, but Also for Seaman Hill. 1t's his birthday.

Another cheerful happening
during our passage from Okinawa
to Subic Bay was a birthday cele-
bration August 4. On that day in
1962, LEAHY became a commissioned
ship of the line 1in the United
States Havy.

We didn't have champagne for
our birthday celebration but the
menu did include =teak and lob-
ster, with birthday cake for des-
sart.

It's worth noting here that
each night underway around 11:30
we serve a snack on the messdecks
for those men who are going on
watch or coming off wacch. Left-
overs from supper &re usually
gserved, so that night the men had
steak and lobster. How's that
for a midnight snack?



Machinidgt's Mate Second Class
lakn Kraft  of San Diepo, one
if two _LEAUYMER % the Honth
for May, Eakes © Ledther 1n
the atter englnecoom.

@

13

Gummer's HMate (Guns) Second
Class Carl  Farmer of Harlan,
hentucky stands in Eront of o8
of our J—inch S0-cal #Yr cwin
eun mounts. Carl was LEAHYMAN
aF the Month for Juae.

right’ ahi

aothi= LEAHYMAN of the
Honth for May is Cunner's Mate
(Missiles) Seamnn' Warren Poi
af Honoluluw, Harren 1is seen
here with

the ship's forward
miaslle 1T smeher jost over hila
leT.

We arrived in the Philippines
the morning of August 5 and moored
to-Alava Wharf at the Haval Ship
Repair Facility at Subic Bay.
LEAHY will be in Subic for about
Ehree weeks for "upkeep’ and
mailntenance after her long voy-
A08.

In the months ahead, we'll be
vigiting a number of ports in
the Western Pacific and partici-
pating in a variety of fleet

exercises, As always, we will
continue to keep vou informed of
our activities through these
LEAHYGRAMS.

[

5.°8. PEARLMAN
Captain, U.S5. Navy
Commanding Officer



