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The rising sun of Japan makes its appearance far out on the horizon
above the clowds, shining through a traditional torii gateway on top
of Mount Fuji. (photo by GMMSH Jeff Timhy)



Howvember 14, 1978

Dear Leahy Family and Friends,

Wwhen the last LEAHYGRAM went
to vress, we had just arrived in
the Republic of the Philippines.
After our transit across the Pa-
cific, we welcomed the three-week
stay in Subic Bay, where we had
an opportunity to resupply, and
conduct maintenance.

After working hours, we had a
chance torelax both off base and
on. Some crewmembers went as far
away as Manila and Cavite, lo-
cated across the Bataan Peninsu-
la and on the other side of Ma-
nila Bay:; about a four-hour bus
ride. Here they shopped, sampled
the restaurants and did some site
seeing. Closer to base was the
town of Olongapo, where avariety
of shops, restaurants and clubs
were available. Special Services
on base provideda variety of re-
laxing activities: the library,
a miniature golf course, several
restaurants and snack bars, ago-
kart track, movie theatre, seve-
ral exchanges for purchasing
gifts and other items, a gymna-
sium, bowling alley, and others.

One problem we experienced,
both while working and when on
liberty, was the rain. LEAHY
didn't experience much rain from
January, 1976 when we arrived at
our new homeport of San Diego, up
to our departure for this West-
pac 2% years later. We more than

made up for lost time, though,
during our stay at Subic Bay.
puring our three weeks there,
more than 43 inches f£ell in the
Subie areal In fact, more rain
fell during the month of August
than in any other month =since
they started keeping records 1in
this area. July through Septem-
her is the monsoon season in the
area around the Philippine Is-—
lands, so we wers caught right
in the middle.

D52 Chuck Smith
plays a round
of miniature
solf in between
Subic's torren-—
tial rain.

A street musi-
cian in Olonga-
po provides
background music
as (from left)
FH Dan Day, EM1
Willaxd Lemon
and EM3 Darrell
Beich discuss
thelr evening's
activities.

FTMC Ron Hare uses one of the dozens of um-
brellas that were bought by crewmen when we
realized what sort of weather we were up a-
gainst in Subic Bay, FTM3 Ron Stricklim
{left) and GMMSN Jeff Timby stand against the
sfde of the aft missile house for protection
from the Tain.



On Saturday, August 19, we
broke our work routine long e-
nough to have a ship's picnic on
Grande Island, in BSubic Bav.
Grande is run by the naval base
Special Services and provides
weekend cottages, swimming, scuba
diving, tennis, picnic areas,
baseball diamonds and other rec-
reational facilities. We barbe-
gued hamburgers and hot dogs and
swam, played horseshoes and soft-
ball, or just relaxed, enjoying
the break in routine. Neadless
to say, we had to contend with
intermittent showers during the
day.

Gathering around a fresh supply of cold 1i-
gquid refresghment are {(from left) QM3 Walker

Smith, BTCS3Tom Alfer, BT3 "Wolf" Lang,

Terry Thompson, SN Rick Costantino and HTFA

Greg Bowden.

0582 Mike McTigue
(right) makes a
frisbee catch
during the ship's
picnic despite
opposition by
055N Mark Lewvi.

GMMSH Bill Zack
trles for =a
ringer while
GMMSH Mario Lo=
pez (left) and

SHSA Bobh Talada stretches high for the
foothall while SMLewis Ricker provides
phota coverage.

GMMSH Jeff Tim-
by look on.



Hot only did we become very
familiar with the deluge of rain
while inport, but it also made
itself known as we got underway.
Four harbor tugs strained on our
lines Aungust 25 as we got under=-
way, fighting against awind that
blew us back toward the pier.
The combined power of the tugs
and our own propulsion plant £i-
nally got us away from the pier
and we headed south to wait out

SN Rick Costantineo,
dressed in four wea=
ther gear, provides
sound-powered phone

coverage from the
forecastle to the
bridge during our
departure from Subic
in a driving rain.
In the background is
one of the three tupg-
boats that helped us
move away from the
piler.

the storm, abyproduct of Typhoon
Virginia. The following Monday,
we returned to Subic to take on
ammunition. Rear Admiral F.H.
Miller, Commander Cruiser De-
stroyer Force, Seventh Fleet,
came aboard and rode LEAHY for
the next two days during Sinkex,
a target-shooting exercise in
which LEAHY and two other Mavy
ships shot guns and missiles at
a target barge.
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BM2 Leomard Bell {(left) checks the clearance hetween our bow and the
pler pilings while EMC Larry DNavis shouts instructions to the men of
the "special sea and anchor detail."

The Officer of the Deck looks on as a Terrier wissile streaks skyward from the for-
ward launcher. {(photo by PH1 Randy Emmons of the Seventh Fleet Pubhlic Affairs Office)
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LEAHY rests in Esoshiung Harbor amidst freighters, harbor craft and fishing boats.

In the backeround is the Pacific Ocean.

At the completion of the exer-—
cise, we returned to Subic long
enough to disembark Rear Admiral
Miller, then set acourse for the
Republic of China. We arrived in
Taiwan the morning of August 31
and moored with two other U.5.
Navy ships in the Chinese harbor
city of Kaoshiung. Around us
were a variety of large ocean-
going freighters and oilers, in
additien to quite a few ships of
the MHationalist Chinese Nawvy.
Sourrying about the harbor among

the large ships were an assort-
ment of fishing boats, water ta-
xis, junks and other small craft.

Kaoshiung is abustling coastal
eity and after working hours we
enjoyed the many shops, stores
and restaurants lining its narrow
crowded streets. The Chinese are
a very friendly people and we en—
gaged inmany interesting conver-
sations using a little bit of En-
glish, a little bit of Chinese
and a lot of sign language.



Resting in asmall temple
patio overlooking the city
of Kaoshiung ate (from
left) BT3 Rick Weaver,
BTFN Jeff Kralnak (and
his invisible rabbit,
Bunny)}, MM2Z John Kraft,
MMFN Joe Mulcahy and MMFH
Jim Mockerman.

Three Eaocshiung
boys playing
near the rail-
road vard took
time to pose in
front of some-
thing geldom
geen in the U-
nited States
anymore; a steam
locomotive.
They ' re the
standard engine
uged on  Taiwan
rallroads.



During our stay a lecal hospi-
tal and the Chinese Red Cross had
a blood drive and guite a few of
our crew took time off to walk
over to where facilities hadbeen
set up to give blood.

giving blood so that some

Americans

Chinese may live; an example of inter-
national poodwill. 053 Mike Parr {left)
and SM Greg James are sided by nurses
from the Chimese Bed Cross.

Bicycles are used much more widely in Asia
than in the Upited States, notonly for plea-
gure but for carrying awlde variety of items.

It's amazing how much the riders manage to
thrae

pack on the backs of their two and

wheeled machines.




You may remember howwe related
in LEAHYGRAM V how SK2 BEd Gale
32 was going to attempt to return
ip fd ¢ B2 tc its rightful ewner a racing
Hz*i‘ jjé' —'Eﬁ i J‘ﬂ pigeon that landed on LEAHY af-
% & gy g ter being blown off course by
ﬂ:r j; l@ﬂ!ﬂ :ﬂ nH Typhoon Virginia. Well, with
- the aid of wvarious Navy offices
in the Philippines and Taiwan,
the owner was traced to a tiny
coastal willage about 40 miles
north of Kaoshiung. Since the
village is difficult to raeach,
Ed made arrangeéments to return
the pigecn to the Becretary of
the Kaoshiung Pigeon Racing As-
sociation, who would take it to
the owner.

dome things are universal.
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5K2 Ed Cole lockson as aChinese interpreter and the sec-
retary of the Kacshiung Pigeon Racing Association inspect
the returned racer. Also locking on is the secretary's
son. The exchange took place In front of the secretary's
home on a small street in the heart of Kaoshiung.




after four days in Kaoshiung,
LEAHY steamed under the vine-
covered ruins of the ancient fort
which stands above the narrow
harbor entrance. We were under-
way to participate in Sharkhunt,
a fleet antisubmarine exercise
involy¥ing units of both the U.GS.
and MNationalist Chinese navies.
buring the exercise, we fired an
antisubmarine rocket (ASROC) and
an antisubmarine torpedo. LERHY
returned to Haoshiung on Septem-—
ber 7. We stayed inport for two
days, then set out once again,
acrpes the Bast China Sea toward
our new destination: Yokosuka,
Japan.

We arrived in this combination
naval base/shipyard on September
14. The next seven days were
spent in taking on stores and
checking over various pieces of
equipment. We had a chance to
shop and dine and do some sight-
seeing in Yokosuka and the sur=
rounding area.

M55H George Britt oversees a work
party bringing aboard stores.

Members of ASW (ancisub-
marine warfare} Division
check owver a retrieved
torpedo. From lefr are
GMGZ2 Carl Farmer, S5IGSH
Chip Chupp, GHISN Breck
Crandall and SN Lou De-
korsi.




We got underway the evening
of September 21 but while tran-
siting the channel +to the open
gsea, the ship struck a rock,
causing damage to our hull. Our
damage control parties, 1led by
our hull technicians, controlled
the flooding and two Navy harbor
tugs helped us back to port. When
we went into drydock a few mor-
nings later toassess the damage,
it became apparent we'd be in Yo-
kosuka longer thanoriginally an-
ticipated. A target date of No-
vember 13 was set for completion
of repairs.

While the Japanese yard work-
ers get about working onour hull,
we began taking advantage of this
unexpected inport time, getting
rid of the rust that had begun
to accumulate in the rain at Su-
bie Bay.

EWZ Gary Keener pauses while painting
one of his division's compartments, a
common §ight around the ship while we
were in Yokasuka.

Deck (lst) Divi-
gion has been busy
painting our top-
gide decks and
bulkheads. S8 Milt
Drummond adds the
final touches of
primer to one of
our small hoat
winches,




(from left) SN Mike
Mikkelson, SN ''Buzz"
Bacharach and 3N "Bao"
Caeta begin putting
away gir hoses and
chipping hammers after
a day's work on the
fantail.

However, we didn't limit all
our extra effort towork. A prime
advantage of being inthe Navy is
the travel opportunity and, 1in
addition to the variety of acti-
vities BSpecial Services on base
offered, we also enjoyed the sur-
rounding Japanese 'countryside.
In addition to Yokosuka, we ex-
plored such sights as the temples
and shrines of the ancient city
of Kamakura, the bustle and ex-
citement of Tokyo, one of the laF—
gest and most vibrant cities in
the world, and wvarious other ci-
ties, towns and rural areas on
this largest of Japanese islands.

FMM2 Dan HNicley (left) and
FTM2 Will Lawson takea night
gtroll dovnone of Yokosuka's
main streets.

In late September, a group of
40 LEAHYMEN climbed Mount Fuji.
As the Japanese winter approaches,
the weather becomes markedly
colder, and they had achilly but
awasome sight of sunup from the
top of this famous peak.

A curiouws bystander looks
en as LEAHYMEN trek up
Mount Fuli.



How well LEAHYMEN perform their
tasks was made apparent by our
strong showing in extracurricular
competition with other ships. On
Dctober 26, our Mess Specialists
competed with several ships in a
"hake-off" and returned to LEAHY
with winning entries. SN Dan A-
beita took first place for acake
he baked, MSSA Bob Gibbks won the
blue ribbon £or his pastry, and
MS3 Dan Opalka's orange bread re-
ceived honorable mention in its
category.

LERHY's boatswain's mates
joined our bakers tobring honors
to the ship when they entered a
emall boat race onHalloween. The
course consisted of rowing 200
yards, then starting the engine
and heading out into the choppy
waters of the bay around a buoy
and back to the finish by the
pier. The crew of our motor
whaleboat came in second out of
five hoats.

SH Dan Abeita ana his cake awalt the
decision of the judges.

Members of the hoat
crow were SA Terrence
Farmer (left fromt of
boat), SA Mark Talford
{right front), EN3Loyd
Beard (left midships),
EMSH Jeff Stalter {mid-
ships right), BMC Larry
Davie (at the wheel],
BM3 Bill Murray {left
rear) and SHNEl1 Curtis
(right rear).

Members of LEAHY's Fuji mountain-
climbing expedition wore warm clo-
thing and spent the night im a hut
partway up the peak.



STGC Sal Adamski reaches high on his
gserve and HMl Steve Ciddio awaits the
return during a late afterncon tennis
match after working hours.

GMM3 Mark Chaney
stretches for the
ball while FTM3
Rich Biernacki
dartse Iin to as-
slst during a
game &t Subic
gymnasium.

Sports also kept us busy.
In addition to tennis, handball,
ragquetball and other sports
played on aday-to-day basis, the
ship conducted tennis and raguet-
ball tournaments. Divisional
bowling teams were organized and
competition took place several
times aweek at the fleet bowling
alley.

The LEAHY Tigers, our softball
team, played games with other
ghips in the area and are stea-
dily estahlishing a winning re-
putation. Members of the soft=
ball team are:

GMMZ Smiley Baldus
GMG3 Jim Bowman

EN Rich Costantino
GMG2 Joe Grosbier
SN Ricky Hill
SHSN Earl Huitt
BT3 Everett Kelly
OMSN Bob Eline

YN31 Ken Klinge

BT3 Rick Lang
Ensign Bob Reeves
EN Lew Ricker

MMFN Jonas Smith
8N Johnny Spells
FNSN Mac Stelter
GMMSN Jeff Timby
EN EKim Woods




Our basketball team also
took advantage of the inport time
to practice and play against o-
ther teams in the area. Members
of the basketball team are:

FTM2 Darryl Bean
FTM2 Wes Benjamin
™3 Rich Biérnacki
SN Dewitt Calloway
GMM3 Mark Chaney

SN Bobby Cunningham
8 Terrence Farmer
SN Jim Guy

SN Rick Hill

FTM3 Darrell McGee

FTM3 Jim Montgomery FTMZ Jim Newell maneuvers toward the
SA Johnny Spells basket while FTM2 Darrell Bean (left)
TMSA Kim Woods and SN Jim Guy position them=elves for
IC2 Lynn Wortmanmn the rebound.

SN Hate Calloway moves
downcourt during a game
at the Yokosuka gym.




LEAHYMAN of the Month for Au-
gust Pat Ridgel stands on the
05 level in frontof one of the
55B misgile directors, which di-
rect the Terrier missiles 4]
their targets.

YH5H Bob Katz, LEAHYMAN of the
Month for September, is the
Engineering veoman.

Our bowlers, too, were busy.
LEAHY kegglers included ¥YN3 Ken
Klinge, BT3 Rick Lang, FTM3 Herb
Roberts, PNSHN Mac Stelter and
FTM3 Ed Wagner.

Ken, Herb and Mac, by the way,
along with FTMC John Schiff and
BTC John Griffith, played for the
base semipro football teams, the
Seahawks and Grevhawks.

Our soccer team got in thelr
kicks against other teams. Mem-
bers of the LEAHY soccer team in-
clude:

MMFN Randy Banks

IC3 Tom Blake

FTM3 Rick Biernacki

BMSA Dan Damico

Ensign Steve Gaskin

ICFN Del Hoffman

DMSN Greg James

IC2 Jim Latenser

ETER3 Mike Mount

MSSN Montague FPencil

BMSN Tony Schmidt

MMC Joe Shaffer

SN Chris Timby

GMM3 Jeff Timby

Lieutenant Reggie Ware

IC3 Les Wood

ICZ Lynn Wortmann

Just yesterday, we got underway
again for +warious assignments
and fleet exerciges in the waters
of the Western Pacific. We have
reached the halfway point in our
cruise and with a busy schedule
ahead of us the remainder of our
time in the Western Pacific should
go by rapidly.

Until next time, the officers
and crew join me in wishing you
a2 happy holiday season.

Tl
Captain, U.S5. MNavy

Commanding Officer



