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COMMANDER MIDDLE EAST FORCE

It is a distinct pleasure that I haye this opportunity to address the
families and friends of. the USS LEAHY, As you know, your fayorite cruiser
has entered the Persian Gulf and temporarily joined the Middle East Force.
LEAHY is serving as my flagship and as Commander, Middle East Force, I am
pleased to have her here, and I am enjoying my association with her fine
crew.

I can empathize with your disappointment in the delay that this addi-
tional duty will have on LEAHY's arrival date in San Diegojhowever, I know
that you all realize the significance of her presence in these waters. Much
of the world is depending on our Navy to maintain freedom on the seas in
this region, and LEAHY is playing a key role in this mission.

In the short time that I have been aboard, T have been very impressed
with the high degree of professionalism and dedication to the task at hand
that is exhibited on a daily basis. Each of you has justifiable cause to be
proud of your "LEAHY-MAN."

In closing, T want to underscore the fact that an integral part of any
successful cruise is the support provided by the families and friends at
home. The spirit shown by the men of LEAHY is evidence that you have done
your job well. I commend you and sincerely wish you a timely and joyous
reunion with your loved ones.

Robert W, Chewning
RADM USN







