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COMMANDER MIDDLE EAST FORCE

It is a distinct pleasure that I haye this opportunity to address the
families and friends of. the USS LEAHY, As you know, your fayorite cruiser
has entered the Persian Gulf and temporarily joined the Middle East Force.
LEAHY is serving as my flagship and as Commander, Middle East Force, I am
pleased to have her here, and I am enjoying my association with her fine
crew.

I can empathize with your disappointment in the delay that this addi-
tional duty will have on LEAHY's arrival date in San Diegojhowever, I know
that you all realize the significance of her presence in these waters. Much
of the world is depending on our Navy to maintain freedom on the seas in
this region, and LEAHY is playing a key role in this mission.

In the short time that I have been aboard, T have been very impressed
with the high degree of professionalism and dedication to the task at hand
that is exhibited on a daily basis. Each of you has justifiable cause to be
proud of your "LEAHY-MAN."

In closing, T want to underscore the fact that an integral part of any
successful cruise is the support provided by the families and friends at
home. The spirit shown by the men of LEAHY is evidence that you have done
your job well. I commend you and sincerely wish you a timely and joyous
reunion with your loved ones.

Robert W, Chewning
RADM USN




-Dear Families and Friends,

As you receive this special issue of LEAHYGRAM XII, we are joining you
in the spirit of Thanksgiving, while we will not be with you on that day of
special family celebration, so meaningful in our great American society, we
are getting much closer to home.

It was our decision, that since we thought we would be home by November
18 (originally), we would just tell you our story personally. However, 'As
The World Turns', we have decided on this special issue, Read it carefully
as it likely will contain names and faces familiar to you, It is being put
together as we are about our mission in that place near where we are told
it’ all began so long ago. We are brought abruptly face to face with man's
passage through the pages of human history and here we are, far from home
but inseparably linked in heart and mind with each of you.

Our next stop after Singapore was Diego Garcia. We had thoyght there'd
be some liberty there (in a sense)l.fox.many of .the.cvew;.but,because we
were at anchorage and we had to depend on motor launches to transport the
men from ship to shore, we were limited. Added to this was the fact that
high winds~and heavy seas stopped the launches almost completely after the
first day. So we were all just as happy to leave the "Island Oasis." How-
ever, we were able to do a number of important jobs while tied up alongside

'USS AJAX. Those five days from that standpoint were well spent, We were
all quite excited about getting up to GONZO station for ovr 18 days be-
cause that meant we were ready to head down to Mombasa, Kenya for liberty
in Africa. ;

Things went well on station and we departed as scheduled. Abeut 40% of
the crew participated in organized tours, ranging from a.half day around
Mombasa to the 2-day overnight Safaris into the bush where the 'Wilde
Beestes' are. We.all had a lot of fun and excitement and slipped out of
Mombasa harbor on September 27 for our last three days on GONZO.

Well, as we all know, it wasn't to be. As you heard on your news, re-
ports and read in the papers, we were chosen to represent the U. S. inter-
ests in the Gulf and here we've been ever since. But by the time you get
this we'll be long gone. Everyone's worked hard and has been exceptionally
professional and we're proud.to haye done our part.

One other event I failed to mention but it was quite a laugh (for some
at least), and a whole story by itself - Crossing the Line. The Pollywogs
became Shellbacks in a most amazing way but I'm going to allow them to re-
late that to you first hand. And, don't miss the pictures in the upcoming
Cruise book. ;

Well, for now we'll close and assure you we are drawn to you and our
homes more than ever before. We'll be looking forward to the best Christ-
mas and New Years celebrations we've ever had, because we'll be home!

\Q\(@«U\F
C. H. Ulrich
Commanding Officer







