
 

 

LEAHY SONG 
 

(Music:  NEVER ON SUNDAY) 

 
OH! LEA-HY’S FAME IS KNOWN FROM CAT-AN-IA, CAR-O-LIN-A, 

CAL-LAO, TO FAR-OFF CHILE’S SHORE, 

 

 

HER REC-ORD’S ONE OF FAME, AND GLOR-Y, OF LOYL-TY, OF 

HON-OR OF MEN WHO KNOW THE SCORE, 

 

 

OH! YOU CAN SEE HER DOCKED IN GEN-OA, IN ATH-ENS, IN NAP-

LES OR RIO BY THE SEA, 

 

 

BUT NEVER SEE HER DOCKED IN CHARLESTON, IN CHARLESTON, 

IN CHARLESTON, BE-CAUSE SHE’S AL-WAYS OUT TO SEA. 

 

 

COME SAIL WITH ME, ON   D   L   G   SIX-TEEN….. 

 

 

THROUGH BOIL-ING SURF – STORM AND A ROLLING SEA….. 

 

 

WE WON’T RE-TURN – ‘TILL OUR MIS-SION’S WON….. 

 

 

YOU CAN COUNT ON LEA-HY – FOR  JOB WELL DONE……… 

 

 

 

 

 

  WORDS:  F.G. FORGIONE, WO-WI 

  27 OCT 1966 



 

WHY A SHIP IS ALWAYS CALLED A “SHE” 
 
We always call a ship a “she” 

And not without reason, 

For she displays a well shaped knee 

Regardless of the season. 
 
She scorns the man whose heart is faint 

And doesn’t show him pity, 

And like a girl, she needs the paint 

To keep her looking pretty. 
 
For love she’ll brave the ocean vast 

Be she gig or cruiser, 

But if you fail to tie her fast 

You’re almost sure to lose her. 
 
She’s happiest beneath the stars, 

A time for speculation, 

And has a hatred for all bars 

Just like Carrie Nation. 
 
Be firm with her and she’ll behave 

When skies are dark above you 

And let her take a water wave, 

Praise her and she’ll love you 

That’s why a ship must have a Mate 

She needs a good provider, 

A good strong arm to keep her Straight 

To comfort her and guide her. 
 
For such she’ll brave the toughest gales 

And angry seas that crowd her, 

And in a brand new suit of sails 

No dame looks any prouder. 
 
The ship is like a dame in that 

She’s feminine and swanky, 

You’ll find the one that’s broad and fat 

Is never mean or cranky, 

Yes, ships are ladylike, indeed 

For, take them altogether, 

The ones that show a lot of speed 

Can’t stand the roughest weather. 

(MED CRUISE BOOK 65-66 PAGE 14) 



 

 

 

 

 

The Snipes Lament 

 
Now each of us from time to time has gazed upon the sea, 

and watched the warships pulling out to keep this country free. 

And most of us have read a book or heard a lusty tale, 

about these men who sail these ships through lightnin', wind and hail. 

But there's a place within each ship, that legend fails to teach. 

 

I t ' s  d o w n  b e l o w  t h e  w a t e r l i n e ,  i t  t a k e s  a  l i v i n g  t o l l .  

A  h o t  me t a l  l i v i n g  h e l l ,  t h a t  s a i l o r s  c a l l  " t h e  h o l e " .  

It houses engines run by steam, that make the shafts go round. 

A place of fire and noise and heat, that beats your spirits down. 

Where boilers like hellish heart, with blood of angry steam, 

are of molded gods without remorse, are nightmares in a dream. 

 

You have no time for man or God, no tolerance or fear. 

Your aspects pay no living thing, the tribute of a tear. 

For there's not much that man can do, that these men haven't done, 

beneath the deck deep in the hole, to make the engines run. 

And every hour of every day, they keep the watch in hell. 

For if the fires ever fail, their ship's a useless shell. 

 

When ships converge to have a war upon the angry sea, 

the men below just grimly smile, at what their fate might be. 

They're locked in below like men foredoomed, who hear no battle cry. 

It's well assumed that if their hit, the men below will die. 

For every day's a war down there, when the gauges all read red. 

Twelve hundred pounds of heated steam, can kill you mighty dead. 

 

I've seen these sweat soaked heroes fight in superheated air, 

to keep their ship alive and right, though no one knows they're there. 

And thus they'll fight for ages on till warships sail no more, 

So when you see a ship pull out to meet a warlike foe, 

remember faintly if you can, the men who sail below. 

 

Author Unknown 
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Assigned to 3 inch guns and armory. Married to Pat for 46 

years. We have two children and two grandchildren. Sold 

heavy equipment until 1972 then started Coastal Harley 

Davidson in Myrtle Beach and Murrells Inlet S,C., and then 

retired 1998. Collect muscle cars, motorcycles, and firearms. 

Love hunting and farming and traveling in our motorhome. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Winthrop College, Rock Hill S.C. Married to Billy since 

1966, Two children, Two Grandchildren. Owner Coastal 

Antiques and Collectibles Murrells Inlet S.C. Co-Owner 

Coastal Harley-Davidson Inc, Myrtle Beach and Murrells Inlet 

S.C. Retired 1998. Hobbies are quilting, reading, antiques 

(especially autumn leaf dinnerware, blue ridge pottery, and 

flower frogs). Collecting and restoring classic cars (55 

Nomad, 64 Chrysler). Motorhome travel. 

PO. Box 567 Murrells, Inlet, SC 29576 

E-mail:  wfsabbott@yahoo.com  

H:  843-357-1965  

BILLY ABBOTT, Jr, GMG2 

3RD DIVISION 

U.S.S. LEAHY DLG-16 

1964-1966 

Inlet, SC 

PAT 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

109 Woodsview Lane, Columbia, SC 29223 

E-mail:  alexanderhugh@bellsouth.net  

H:  803-788-6368  

CHELLY 

MURK ALEXANDER, LTJG 

ASST CIC OFFICER 

U.S.S. LEAHY DLG-16 

1964-1966 

Columbia, SC 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Steven N. Anastasion is Vice President Emeritus of the 

International Council of Academies of Engineering and 

Technological Sciences (CAETS). From the start of the 

organization in 1985 through 1999 he was the Vice President 

and Secretary (chief operating officer) of CAETS. Among his 

achievements in the development of CAETS are the 

successful establishment of a number of new national 

engineering academies around the world, and increasing the 

membership of CAETS from the original five founding 

national academies to 22. During this period he was also a 

consultant to the Center for Oceans Law and Policy at the 

University of Virginia School of Law, to the New Jersey 

Marine Sciences Consortium, and to the U.S. National 

Academy of Engineering. 

 

Anastasion is a distinguished graduate of the U.S. Naval 

Academy (BS, 1942) which he entered following graduation 

from New Haven (CT) High School. He is also a graduate of 

the Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MSEE, 1948), the 

Naval War College (1958), and the Industrial College of the 

Armed Forces (1964). 

 

While in the Navy he served as Technical Assistant to the 

Assistant Secretary of the Navy (R&D); Staff Director of the 

Interagency Committee on Oceanography (ICO); Assistant 

Director, Secretary of the Navy's Office of Program 

Appraisal; Technical Officer, Task Group 3.1 (Operation 

Greenhouse-Eniwetok) for which he was responsible for the 

air-pressure measuring instrumentation for the weapons tests; 

Technical Officer, Nuclear Energy Applications, Bureau of 

Ordnance; Director, Nuclear School, Armed Forces Special 

STEVEN ANASTASION, 

CAPTAIN 

COMMANDING OFFICER 

U.S.S. LEAHY DLG-16 

1964-1967 

Chocowinity, N.C. 



 

Weapons Project; and as Commander, Naval Weapons 

Laboratory, a multi-laboratory institution responsible for the 

development of surface weapon systems for the U.S. Navy. 

 

During WWII he served aboard the USS Champlin (DD601) 

from 1942 to 1945, becoming its Executive Officer in 1944. 

During this period, Champlin took part in numerous trans-

Atlantic convoys, submarines, actions, the invasions of Sicily 

and Southern France, and also in the Anzio Beachhead 

operations. In 1949 was assigned as Assistant Gunnery 

Officer and Special Weapons Officer aboard the USS Coral 

Sea (CVB 43), remaining until called for service with Task 

Group 3.1 in 1950. From 1952-1954 he commanded Destroyer 

Escort USS Melvin R. Nawman (DE 416), from 1958-1960 

Destroyer USS Hawkins (DDR873), and from 1964-1967 

Guided Missile Cruiser USS Leahy (DLG-16). In addition to 

several deployments to the Sixth Fleet with Hawkins and 

Leahy, he was also aboard Leahy during its service as 

Flagship for the Operation UNITAS VII (1966) exercising 

with the Navies of South America. 

 

Upon retirement from active duty in 1972, Anastasion joined 

the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 

(NOAA) as Director, Policy and Plans (Marine Resources) 

and as Executive Secretary, Interagency Committee on Marine 

Science and Engineering. In 1976, he was named Director of 

the agency's Office of Ocean Engineering. 

 

In 1980, he was appointed Executive Director of the National 

Advisory Committee on Oceans and Atmosphere (NACOA), a 

statutory advisory committee to the Congress and to the 

President, and served in that capacity until 1985. 

 

During 1972-1985, Anastasion was U.S. Chief Scientist for 

the U.S./France Agreement on Cooperation in Oceanography 

(1974-1985) for which he received the National Order of 

Merit (Chevalier) from the President of the Republic of 

France. He was also U.S. Chairman of the Marine Resources 



 

and Engineering Coordinating Committee of the U.S./Japan 

Natural Resources Agreement (1975-1980). 

 

His decorations from the Navy include two awards of the 

Legion of Merit and two awards of the Bronze Star with 

Combat Insignia (WWII). He was` also designated Naval 

Ordnance Engineer for his work in that field. In 1972, the 

Fredericksburg Area (Virginia) Chamber of Commerce gave 

him The Outstanding Community Service Award. 

 

He is a Fellow of the Marine Technology Society and a 

Member of its Executive Committee from 1976 to 1983; 

Charter Member of the Senior Executive Service of the United 

States; Member, Advisory Board of the Center for Oceans 

Law and Policy, University of Virginia; Member, 

International Advisory Committee of the American 

Association of Engineering Societies (to 12/99); Honorary 

Member, Hungarian Academy of Engineering; Honorary 

Member, National Academy of Engineering of Brazil; 

Founding Foreign Member, Engineering Academy of the 

Czech Republic; Foreign Member, Academy of Engineering 

in Poland; Founding Foreign Member, Slovak Academy of 

Engineering Sciences, and Corresponding Member, Royal 

Academy of Engineering of Spain. 

 

He is also a member of Hiram Lodge No.1 (Connecticut) A.F. 

& A.M.; of the American Legion (McLean Post 270, 

Virginia); of the Alumni Associations of the US Naval 

Academy, MIT, and the Industrial College of the Armed 

Forces; of the U.S. Naval War College Foundation; of the 

American Society of the French Order of Merit; and of Holy 

Cross Greek Orthodox Church of Grimesland, NC. 

 

He is a Member of the National Association for the 

Optimization of Lift over Drag, a Trusty Shellback of the 

Solemn Mysteries of the Ancient Order of the Deep, an 

Admiral of the Great Navy of the State of Nebraska, and an 

alumnus of the Kay Kayser Kollege of Musical Knowledge. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

CHARLOTTE 
 

 

 

 

 

Captain married Charlotte Eleni Kirn-Bauer of Austria in 

1967. He has two children from a former marriage, daughter 

Susan Eleni Ludlum of Connecticut and son Steven Michael 

Anastasion of South Carolina, five grandchildren, and one 

great grandson. 

201 Connecticut DR., Chocowinity, NC 27817 

E-mail:  sna@alum.mit.edu  

H:  252-946-1279  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Retired from Texas Instruments where I worked in the defense 

division. Prior to that I worked for LTV where I worked on 

the Apollo program building astronaut helmets that were worn 

on the moon during Apollo 11 mission. After TI, I worked at 

Dallas County (TX) in the District Attorney’s office and at the 

Section 8 Rental Housing Program. I have been married to 

Margaret for 43+ years. We have 1 son and 3 grandchildren. 

Hobbies include amateur radio operator (35+ years), stained 

glass (25+ years), and traveling in motorhome. 

 

 

  

  

  

 MARGARET 

  

  

  

 

A Certified Records Manager and retired from Collin County 

(Texas) in 2011.  Her hobbies in addition to RV’ing with 

Leslie include genealogical research, reading, and crocheting 

LESLIE ANDERSON, YN2 

X. DIVISION 

U.S.S. LEAHY DLG-16 

1966-1967 

Garland, TX 

526 Candlewood Ln., Garland, TX 75041 

E-mail:  landerson526@verizon.net 2
nd

 E-mail:  kb5hp@yahoo.com 

H:  972-926-7606 C:  214-673-1081 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CANOY 

 

 

 

 

7403 46th Ave North, Lot 87, St. Petersburg, FL 33709 

E-mail:  bashe1_991@msn.com   

H:   C:  813-453-4238 

ROBERT L. ASHE, SN 

N DIVISION 

U.S.S. LEAHY DLG-16 

1964-1966 

St. Petersburg, FL 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ELAINE 

 

 

 

 

 

RICHARD BECKMAN, FTG3 
4TH DIVISION 

U.S.S. LEAHY DLG-16 

1965-1967 

Cherry Hill, NJ 

1524 Chalet DR., Cherry Hill, NJ 08003 

E-mail:  dickbeckman@comcast.net  

H:  856-428-7238  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Retired from the Navy in 1984.  Served as a defense 

contractor in San Diego, working for Space and Naval 

Warfare Systems Command (current name) and Program 

Executive Office for Command, Control, Communications, 

Computers, Intelligence, Surveillance & Reconnaissance, with 

emphasis on computerized networks.  Information Assurance 

Consultant.  Retired from contractor work in 2011.  Married to 

Val for 40+ years.  Three grown children; two in the San 

Diego area & one in San Francisco. 

 

 

 

 

VALERIE BELCHER 

 

 

 

 

 

Certified Surgical Technologist, Registered Nurse, 

Surgical Technology Instructor at Community College 

Retired.  Puts up with Bob. 

BOB BOLGER, LTjg 

WEAPONS & EXECU 

DEPT 

U.S.S. LEAHY DLG-16 

1964 - 1966 
Bonita, CA 

4016 Country Trails, Bonita, CA 91902 

E-mail:  bob.bolger@gmail.com  

H:  619-421-3335 C:  619-962-4703 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ROBERT BROUGHTON, SN 

1ST DIVISION 

U.S.S. LEAHY DLG-16 

1964-1966 

Philadelphia, PA 

6127 Reach ST., Philadelphia, PA 19111 

E-mail:  rcky19@verizon.net  

H:  215-725-4948  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IRENE 

 

 

 

 

4541 W C48, Bushnell, FL 33513 

E-mail:  irenecaldi@hotmail.com  

H:  352-793-1270 C:  850-566-3894 

VERLIN L. CALDI, BT3 

M DIVISION 

U.S.S. LEAHY DLG-16 

1965-1966 

Bushnell, FL 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EILEEN 

 

 

 

 

JESSE CAMARILLO, EN2 

R DIVISION 

U.S.S. LEAHY DLG-16 

1964-1967 

Lorain, OH 

433 Delaware Ave., Lorain, OH 44052 

E-mail:  jesse.camarillo@yahoo.com  

H:  440-288-2588  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I was a FTM-2 while aboard Leahy, and did not make 1st 

class until MacDonough DLG-8.  As a brief update on my 

personal data:  After we decommissioned Leahy in 

Philadelphia, I spent a couple months in the Philly hospital 

with back injury, and then went to H. E. Yarnell DLG-17, 

decommissioned that and finished my Navy years aboard 

MacDonough DLG-8.  Went to Milwaukee School of 

Engineering, and then worked with Xerox Corp for 33 years 

on laser printing systems, and color printers. 

 

My wife, Zhenfeng, and I have been married for about 11 

years and have our primary home in West Tennessee, and a 

couple of homes in China, where we spend as much time as 

possible.  One home is in Lijiang, in the mountains a bit south 

of Tibet, and one home just north of HongKong, in Shenzhen 

where Zhenfeng. 

 

 

 

Zhenfeng 

 

 

 

 

Is a retired from nursing profession 

 

CARL CHRISTIANSON, FTM1 

4TH DIVISION 

U.S.S. LEAHY DLG-16 

1965-1967 

Jackson, TN 

25 Oxford DR.,  Jackson, TN 38305 

E-mail:  cjchris44@hotmail.com  

H:  815-520-7161  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BILL COATES, FTM1 

4TH DIVISION 

U.S.S. LEAHY DLG-16 

1965-1966 

Charleston, SC 

741 Schaffer St. Charleston, SC 29412 

E-mail:  billcoates42@att.net  

H:  843-762-0642 C:  843-412-5114 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I retired from Bell South after 30 yrs. Worked as a Systems 

Tech.  Retired in Miami, FL and moved to Lake Kiowa, TX.  

I've Been Married for 23 yrs to Sharon and have one son and 

three grandchildren.  Sharon and I love to travel and have 

been traveling the US.  I love to fish and Sharon loves 

gardening. 

 

 

 

 

SHARON 

 

 

 

 

JOHN COOPER, PN3 

X DIVISION 

U.S.S. LEAHY DLG-16 

1965-1967 

E. Lake Kiowa, TX 

803 Kiowa DR., E. Lake Kiowa, TX 76240 

E-mail:  coopjmh@gmail.com  

H:  940-612-4354  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1963 - 1969 - Jan 1963 joined the Navy. Boot camp at Great 

Lakes and was appointed Master At Arms for my company. 

Following boot camp transferred to Little Creek, VA, attend 

Assault Boat Coxswain School. Remained at Little Creek until 

1964 transferred to the USS Leahy DLG-16, as BMSN. 

Ambition to best Boatswain Mate on ship made BM2 1996. 

Between me and one of my best friends “Stony Burke” we 

studied hard to make rate.  I extended my enlistment two years 

and gave serious thought of shipping over however my wife 

said it’s me or the Navy. Wife won. 

 

1969 - 1990 - Went to Florida with my wife but in 1970 

enlisted in to Marine Corps much to the objection of my wife. 

I thought the Navy was fun but the Marine Corps was even 

better. Everything you have seen Marines do, I have done and 

probable then some. Injured in a fall rough terrain and have 

complications ever since. Divorced in 1986. March 1990 was 

given orders to Kuwait and was pretty happy. Boarded C-130 

headed for Camp Lejeune, NC, about an hour into the flight I 

woke up with chest pain, lucky for me there was a corpsman 

on board. As you would expect, it’s hard to be a Marine with a 

heart condition. Discharged from the Marine Corps and had 

triple by-pass surgery. Career in the military was over. 

 

1990 - 2008 - After surgery went on disability for a while then 

went back to work. Met my current wife Cheryl in 1990 while 

recovering. When in high school I had worked part time in a 

men’s clothing store, saw an ad in the paper for a store 

manager for a men’s store. Applied and got the job. Not a lot 

of money but paid the bills. Managed several different stores 

BRUCE CULLEN, BM2 

1ST DIVISION 

PLANK OWNER – 1962 

U.S.S. LEAHY DLG-16 

1962-1966 
Maryville, IL 



 

and was promoted to District Manager and then Regional 

Manager. Traveling most of the time and lived in ST. Louis, 

New Orleans, and Atlanta, then back to St. Louis. Glad to be 

back in St. Louis since I had family there. In 2008, company 

was struggling to keep stores open, they started cutting back 

staff and eventually that included me. 

 

2008 - 2013 - In 2008 I was having medical problems apply 

for Social Security and disability. Took about 6 months to get 

it approved. So I was finally retired. I continue having 

medically issues but try to stay busy, enjoy my grandkids, and 

take care of my mother who is 87. I enjoy fishing, going to the 

woods to hunt and shoot, and attending baseball and soccer 

games with the grandkids. 

 

 

 

CHERYL 

 

 

 

 

33 Oakleaf Dr., Maryville, IL  62062 

E-mail:  robert8965@aol.com  

H:  618-978-5711  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After leaving Leahy in 1967, I was assigned to MK119 

Computer School at Dam Neck, Virginia. Following 

graduation I served in USS Truxtun (DLGN-35), until my 

discharge in April 1970. I returned to school, met and married 

my wife, Alice Lo, and graduated with a BS in Electrical 

Engineering in 1973. 

 

I was hired by Delco Electronics Division, General Motors 

Corporation, where I worked in various positions in 

Engineering, Manufacturing and Purchasing, and as Managing 

Director of our joint venture in Shanghai, China. Since 

retiring, Alice and I live the good life in Naples, Florida, 

where we entertain our four children from time to time. 

 

 

 

 

 

ALICE 

 

 
 

WILLIAM J. 

CULVERHOUSE, FTM2 

4TH DIVISION 

U.S.S. LEAHY DLG-16 

1962-1967 
Naples FL 

29 High Point Circle East # 402, Naples FL 34103-4287 

E-mail:  wjclvrhs@hotmail.com  

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HELEN 

 

 

 

 

JOSEPH DABROWSKI, JR EM3 

R DIVISION 

U.S.S. LEAHY DLG-16 

1963-1966 

Jonesborough, TN 

413 Millmar RD., Wilmington, DE 19804 

E-mail:  jwdabrowski@comcast.net  

H:  302-999-9705  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MARY 

 

 

 

 

CHET DARLINGTON, RD3 

OI DIVISION 

U.S.S. LEAHY DLG-16 

1965-1966 

Malvern, PA 

33 Malvern Ave., Malvern, PA 19355 

E-mail:  610-647-2512  

H:  cfontained@verizon.net  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Sept 1969 discharged from the Navy. Oct 11, 1969 married 

Donna who I still keep around to this day, forty-three years later.  

Have three children and are proud grandparents of seven 

grandchildren (four girls and three boys). We spend in the 

Baltimore Metro Area. 
 
Started working for Honeywell, Inc. Computer Division in Oct 

1969. Job was repairing computers; these were the large 

mainframe computers that we had to repair to the transistors and 

diodes.  However by the end of my thirty-four year career I was 

working on PC’s and Laptops; and repairs were made with throw 

away replacement parts.  Also, in those thirty-four the company 

was merged, bought, and sold three times. 
 
Retirement came in 2003 at the age of 62 and I haven’t fixed a 

computer since. We moved from Edgewood, MD to Long Neck, 

DE in Oct 2003 and have enjoyed every minute of our time there 

since doing so.  To pass some of the time I have a part-time job 

as a stock person at Chico’s with no worries only one woman 

and me in the store.  Please pray for my sanity.  Donna loves my 

job because she now has two closets full of clothes that fit. 

 

 

 

 

DONNA 

 

 

 

33245 Tidewater CV., Longneck, DE 19966 

E-mail:  rjd65@verizon.net  

H:  302-947-0850  

RICHARD DICKEY, FTMSN 

4TH DIVISION 

U.S.S. LEAHY DLG-16 

1964-1965 

Longneck, DE 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DONNA 

 

 

 

 

 

ROY EVERHART, PC3 

X DIVISION 

U.S.S. LEAHY DLG-16 

1964-1966 

Jonesborough, TN 

161 Mountain Creek Ct, Jonesborough, TN 37659 

E-mail:  roy3330@att.net  

H:   C:  423-523-2733 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SHARON 

 

 

 

 

JOE FICZKO, FTM3 

4TH DIVISION 

U.S.S. LEAHY DLG-16 

1965-1966 

Quakertown, PA 

1617 Boulder Lane, Quakertown, PA 18951 

E-mail:  joe.ficzko@aol.com  

H:  215-538-7467  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SEANN 
 

 

 

 

ROSS HEUSINKVELD, EM2 

EM DIVISION 

U.S.S. LEAHY DLG-16 

1965-1966 

Springvally, MN 

17477 county 14, Springvally, MN 55975 

E-mail:    

H:  507-973-3376  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SHERRI 

 

 

 

 

DAVE HOOD, OSSN 

OI DIVISION 

U.S.S. LEAHY DLG-16 

1972-1974 

Morgantown, WV 

118 Morgan Dr., Morgantown, WV 26505 

E-mail:    

H:  304-685-7481 C:  304-599-2975 
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PATTY 

 

 

 

 

WAYNE HUGHES, SKSN 

S DEPTMENT 

U.S.S. LEAHY DLG-16 
PLANK OWNER - 1962 

1962-1965 

Chesterfield, VA 

11241 Winterpock RD., Chesterfield, VA 23838 

E-mail:  poolshooter12619@gmail.com  

H:  804-389-5436  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BEVERLY 

 

7928 Shir Mar  Pl,  El Cajon, CA 92021 

E-mail:  eisacco@cox.net  

H:  619-562-1783  

ED ISACCO, FTG3 

3RD DIVISION 

U.S.S. LEAHY DLG-16 

1964-1966 

EL CAJON, CA 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

. 
Got out of the Navy in 1967. Got married to my wife Linda in 1968. 

We have two son's Jim and John(Julie)Jeffries. Three grandchildren, 

Nicole, Sarah, and Jaxson. 

We love to spend time with the grandchildren.  My hobbies include 

hunting, Fishing, Golf and traveling.  I worked for Essex Wire for 

15 years when I got out of the Navy.  Then went to work for 

Deputy, a Johnson and Johnson orthopedics company.  I was a 

polisher for 26 years.  I have polished every implant part that went 

into the body. 

I am active in our church. We are members of Pierceton United 

Methodist Church. 

I retired in 2008 and have been enjoying life. 

 

LINDA 

 

 

 

 
 

 

I grew up in a farm in Indiana with 4 sisters and 1 brother. I meant 

Bob in 1966. My sister, Anne's boyfriend at the time, Terry Walker 

brought Bob home on leave from the Navy and that is how we 

meant. We married in March, 1968. I worked for 28 years at a small 

plant in our town until it closed. 

Bob and I have two son's and three grandchildren that we love to 

spoil. 

We love to travel and once in awhile go to a casino. Also love to 

shop and find bargains. 

We are both active in the Methodist church. 

ROBERT JEFFRIES, BM3 

1ST DIVISION 

U.S.S. LEAHY DLG-16 

1964-1967 

SO. Whitley, IN 

703 N. Maple St., SO. Whitley, IN 46787 

E-mail:  bljeffries@embarqmail.com  

H:  260-723-4620 C:  574-268-7678 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BETTY JO 

 

 

 

 

GEOREG KERN, OS2 

OI DIVISION 

U.S.S. LEAHY DLG-16 

1972-1974 

Hanahan, SC 

7463 Hawks Circle, Hanahan, SC 20914 

E-mail:  digger128@optonline.net  

H:  732-585-5391  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I graduated from DeVry Tech in 1969 and went to work for 

the Triplett Corporation in Bluffton, OH. I graduated from 

Findlay University in 1978 and went into sales & marketing at 

Triplett. I had brief stints at Cooper Industries in 

Charlottesville, VA then Yokogawa Corp. in Newnan, GA 

before starting my own motor control distributorship called 

Industrial Controls & Supply, Inc. almost 18 years ago. I still 

operate it as a distributor to select OEM’s and that affords me 

something to do while spending our springs, summers and 

falls in Bluffton, OH and our winters in Venice, FL. 

 

 

LINDA 

 

 

 
 
 

 

A mother and housewife in our long time hometown of 

Bluffton, OH.  We met in Chicago while I was attending 

DeVry Tech. and married in 1969. We have 2 children 

Matthew, an Electrical Engineer, and Jennifer, an 

Elementary School Teacher. Each had 3 grandchildren for 

us. One girl and five boys. Linda worked various jobs 

including with me at Industrial Controls & Supply before 

becoming a food service manager at a local school. She 

retired in 2008 so that we could start wintering in Florida. 

DON KLAUS, FTM3 

4TH DIVISION 

U.S.S. LEAHY DLG-16 

1964-1967 

Bluffton, OH 

327 Cherry ST., Bluffton, OH 45817 

E-mail:  don.klaus@ics-ohio.com  

H:  419-221-2113 C:  419-236-7514 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
I joined the Navy in June 1963 and off to boot camp at Chicago. After 

boot when to radio “A” school in Norfork, VA. After graduation was 

assigned to USS Leahy in 1964 as a RMSN.  2 med trips, South 

America tour and numerous trips to the Caribbean, it was exactly what 

I wanted, “Join the Navy and see the World”.  We had a great captain 

and wonderful shipmates. To this day I miss those times and the Leahy. 

Sad times when we went to the yards at Philly (1967). I 

working in the Radio Shack on base and was ready to ship 

over and then got orders to go on the USS Charles F. Adams 

(DDG-2). Adams was scheduled for shakedown cruise to 

Gitmo Bay Cuba that was it when my temper got the best of 

me and I got out in June of 1967. Would not trade my 

experiences with anything as I joined the Navy as a kid and 

got out as a man. 
Job experience in the Navy was big part of my work career. I went to 

work for the railroad as a teletype operator, from there got into the 

world of computers. I went for some schooling with IBM and 

eventually became a computer operator to being the IT manager for 

various companies. 
Married with 3 sons. 1 son is asst. Dean for Philadelphia University, 1 

son joined Navy in Nov. 2011, and is the aviation field. Last son going 

to Valparaiso University major in Exercise Science and also signed a 

letter of intent to play soccer. 
Coached travel baseball and soccer for many years. Recently coached 

soccer for a local high school 
Everything I have today I really owe to the Navy, without that 

experience and education that I received I would not have the success 

that I have achieved. 
KAREN 

JACK KLETT, RM3 

OC DIVISION 

U.S.S. LEAHY DLG-16 

1964-1967 

Muncie, IN 

3204 E. Randal Dr., Muncie, IN 47303 

E-mail:  jklett3204@comcast.net  

H:  765-289-3512 C:  765-744-7051 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LESTER LAWARENCE, GMM3 

2ST DIVISION 

U.S.S. LEAHY DLG-16 

1965-1967 

Copperas Cove, TX 

1813 Pleasant Lane, Copperas Cove, TX 76522 

E-mail:  gindad2@yahoo.com  

H:  254-577-8295 C:  563-613-0431 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PAMELA 

 

 

 

 

BILL LEECH, CSK3 

SUPPLY DIVISION 

U.S.S. LEAHY DLG-16 

1964-1969 

Ashland, OH 

843 Sandusky St., Ashland, OH 44805 

E-mail:  wdaleech@yahoo.com  

H:  419-281-2068  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Served on the USS DUPONT 941, USS CONY 508, USS CORRY 

817, USS WOOD 715 

 

After leaving the Navy, I went to work for the University of 

Tennessee Post Office.  Later, I worked for the Knoxville 

Head Start children’s program.  Leaving that position, I went 

to Ortec working in their warehouse.  Left there and went to 

work at Union Carbide in the Payroll department.  The 

company changed over to Bechtel Jacobs and I changed 

departments,  Working as shift superintendent assistant.  Later 

I went to work in the Waste Management Department as an 

operator.  After 30 years, I Retired. 
 
I married in April of 1973 and am still married to Cornelia (Corrie) 

deVente.  We have 3 children all of which are doing well. 
 
Now I spend my time working around the house, and on my hobby 

“The 1985 EL CAMINO”. 

 

 

 

 

CORNELIA 

 

 

 

 

JAME LOVEDAY, RD3 

OI DIVISION 

U.S.S. LEAHY DLG-16 

1965-1966 

Knoxville, TN 

6022 Wichita Dr., Knoxville, TN 37921 

E-mail:  j.loveday05@gmail.com  

H:  865-691-7870  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I served aboard Leahy from first commissioning in 1962 AUG 

through 1965 MAR including the first Med Cruise in 1964. I 

never married so there is no spouse information. 

 

After leaving Leahy in Charleston, I returned to Pennsylvania 

and resumed studies at Penn State toward a degree in 

chemistry, which I never attained.  I changed my major to 

General Arts and Sciences but ran out of money and motivation 

at the same time before graduation.  I worked at a variety of 

jobs including bartending, PA State Office of Employment 

Security and driving an 18-wheeler.  I am now semi-retired and 

enjoy singing karaoke and writing a blog called "The Old 

Dinosaur Speaks.Blogspot.Com". 

CURT MEASE, ETR2 
OE DIVISION 

U.S.S. LEAHY DLG-16 

1962-1965 

Lancaster, PA 

53 N. Water ST., Lancaster, PA 17603-3734 

E-mail:  curtislmease@comcast.net  

H:  717-390-0478  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BETTY ANN 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CONRAD O’MASTERS, RDC 

OI DIVISION 

U.S.S. LEAHY DLG-16 

1965-1966 
Kallispell, MT 

150 Shady Lane 302  Kallispell, MT 59901 

E-mail:    

H:  406-752-0685  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Graduated from Newberry College, Newberry, S.C. in 1963 with 

a BA in Business Administration. While in college, joined the 

Naval Reserve in 1960. After graduation, I went into the Navy 

(USNR-R) and served aboard the USS Leahy (DLG 16). I made 

third class DK Petty Officer while on aboard the Leahy. After I 

got out of the Navy, work for Pan Am and Bendix Corporations 

when I worked at Kennedy Space Center (KSC, part of the 

Launch Support Team when worked at KSC. Worked there 

during all the Apollo missions and two of the Sky Lab missions. 

Re-enlisted in the Navy (USNR-R) while living in Florida. 

Receive my commission and served as an Intelligence officer in 

various Intelligence Units in Norfolk, Virginia. I served as XO in 

the of COMNAVAIRLANT OPINTEL NR unit O186 and CO of 

NMITC NR unit 0186. Retired as a Commander after 28 years 

service in April 1995. 

Returned to South Carolina when my Mother was sick with 

cancer. Went back to college at Clemson University and earned 

Masters degree in Industrial Education while working full time. 

Retired from Laurens County Healthcare System as the Chief 

Human Resource Officer. 

 

 

 

MARY 

 

 

 

DONALD O’SHIELDS, DK3 

SUPPLY DIVISION 

U.S.S. LEAHY DLG-16 

1963-1965 

Greer, SC 

405 Devenger Road, Greer, SC 29650 

E-mail:  boshields@charter.net  

H:  864-268-6137  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DIXIE 

 

 

 

 

VICTOR PEDONE, JR, IC2 

R DIVISION 

U.S.S. LEAHY DLG-16 

1964-1966 

Kodak, TN 

255 Dumplin Ln., Kodak, TN 37764 

E-mail:    

H:  865-640-2762  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I was on Leahy from 1964 through 1966 getting off just 

before you all went on the Unitas cruise which I sure wish I 

had made. 

I was in 4th Division and an FTM2 while on Leahy. 

 

Heard a lot of people called Leahy "The Sweet 16".  She sure 

was. 

 

Fair winds and following seas. 

 

 

 

 

TERRI 

 

 

 

 

DAVE RAMSEY, FTM2 

4TH DIVISION 

U.S.S. LEAHY DLG-16 

1964-1966 

Turnersvill, NJ 

41 Barclay Dr., Turnersvill, NJ 08012 

E-mail:  amseydl1@yahoo.com  

H:  856-227-0821  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RUSS REID, MM2 

M DIVISION 

U.S.S. LEAHY DLG-16 

1964-1967 

Girard, IL 

30311 Evergreen LN., Girard, IL 62640 

E-mail:  russreid3@gmail.com  

H:  217-627-3227 C:  217-381-2074 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DARREL SANDSTARM, SN 

1ST DIVISION 

U.S.S. LEAHY DLG-16 

1964-1966 

Warrington, PA 

885 Geranium DR., Warrington, PA18976 

E-mail:  dsandstrom3@gmail.com  

H:  215-343-3918  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WALTER SANDSTARM, SN 

1ST DIVISION 

U.S.S. LEAHY DLG-16 

1964-1966 

Roslyn, PA 

2824 Galloway AVE., Roslyn,  PA 19001-1406 

E-mail:    

H:    



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Was in the last group to the Leahy when we her. Was sent 

back to Charleston to USS James C Owens DD776 then to the 

USS Robert H McCard DD822 till I was discharged Sept 16, 

1967. I went back to Richwood, OH. 
 
Went to work for Whirlpool Corp. Met my wife Shirley in 

Nov 1967. We were married May 10, 1968. Four years later 

we had a daughter. Dawn Michelle and nineteen months later 

a son was born Joseph Michael. 
 
I quit Whirlpool started driving semi trucks. Drove trucks both 

as owner and company driver. Drove long haul and local for 

thirty-six years. 
 
Retired MAY 1, 2009. Shirley retired two years later. We 

have been marries forty-five years. We have seven 

grandchildren and one great grandchild. 
 
We live six months at Indian lake Ohio and six months in 

Fruitland Park Florida. Have stayed in touch with Terry 

Walker and Bob Jeffries for last forty-three years. 

 

 

 

 

SHIRLEY 
 
 

 
 

MIKE SCHMELZER, GMMSN 

2ND DIVISION 

U.S.S. LEAHY DLG-16 

1965-1967 
DECOMMISSION 1967 

Richwood, OH 

255 SO. Franklin ST., Richwood, OH 43344 

E-mail:  michaelrschmelzer@gmail.com  

H:  740-361-7741  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EUGENE (GENE) SMITH, SN 

S DIVISION 

U.S.S. LEAHY DLG-16 

1966 

 

 

E-mail:  ehsmith17@comcast.net  

H:  215-536-5604  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I was discharged in Jan. 67 and spent about 2 months in Rock 

Hill, SC fixing my car and trying to find work. Sold the car, 

couldn't find any work and bought a bus ticket for Minnesota. 

I had a stop over in Chicago and went to a young ladies house 

that I had met while attending RDA school at Great Lakes. 

She talked me into looking for a job in Chicago and I had one 

the next day. I went home for a couple of weeks and returned 

to Chicago and started work with Royal Typewriter, worked 

there for a year and got a job in computer operations and in 

June of 1968 I married that young lady I had stop to see. We 

were married for 42 years, I lost her to cancer in Aug. of 2010. 

 
In 2002 I was laid off by IBM and went to truck driving 

school and became a over the road trucker. I retired from that 

in 2011, and took on two part time jobs. The 1st is an Truck 

driver instructor for a Junior college in Rockford IL. The 2nd 

is driving for a local fellow that owns 5 trucks and only uses 

me when needed. I have 3 married sons, 5 grandchildren and 2 

great-grandchildren and another on the way in Oct. of this 

year.  

 

I would just like to add that between my oldest brother and 2 

of his boys we have collectively done 96 years in the Navy. 

 

LARRY STARK, RD3 

OI DIVISION 

U.S.S. LEAHY DLG-16 

1964-1967 
Davis, IL 

2116 Lake Sommerset, Davis, IL 61019 

E-mail:  ls2639@yahoo.com  

H:  815-713-0042  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JUDY 

 

 

 

 

JERRY STOWELL, FTM1 

4TH DIVISION 

U.S.S. LEAHY DLG-16 

1963-1966 

Pembroke, MA 

120 Pleasant ST., Pembroke, MA 02359 

E-mail:  douglass132@msn.com  

H:  864 839-9147  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SHIRELY 

 

 

 

 

JIM THOMPSON, RD3 

OI DIVISION 

U.S.S. LEAHY DLG-16 

1964-1966 

Blacksburg, SC 

609 Leagon Drive, Blacksburg, SC 29702 

E-mail:  jimmedic11@charter.net  

H:  864 839-9147 C:  864-491-6088 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After the Navy, I worked in a couple of factories.  Then went 

on to driving trucks and retired in 2004 from Holland Motor 

Freight. 

 

Anne and I were married in Aug 1966 while on the Leahy.  

Anne retired from Group Decks in 2002.  We have three 

children – Randy, Rachelle, and Rodney.  We have six grand 

kids, two step-grandkids, and one great grand daughter. 

 

We like to camp with the grandkids.  In my spare time I like 

to fish and hunt. 

 

 

 

ANNE 
 

 

 

 

TERRY WALKER, SN 
1ST DIVISION 

U.S.S. LEAHY DLG-16 

1965-1967 

Larwill, IN 

8245 W. 200 SO., Larwill, IN 46764 

E-mail:  annenterrywalker@gmail.com  

H:  260-248-7088  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JAY WEBB, BM3 

1ST DIVISION 

U.S.S. LEAHY DLG-16 

1963-1967 

Blooming Grove, TX 

PO Box 207, Blooming Grove, TX 76626 

E-mail:  oneeyewebb@windstream.net  

H:  903-695-4479 C:  214-697-7752 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JOYCE 

 

 

 

 

MIKE WEIGEL, STG2 

31ST DIVISION 

U.S.S. LEAHY DLG-16 

1965-1967 
Earlham, IA 

35410 H Ave, Earlham, IA 50072 

E-mail:  weigelponcho@netzero.net  

H:  515-758-2782  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
I proudly served on the USS Leahy (DLG-16) for two years (1964 – 1966) 

in S Division;  during this two year tour of duty  Was on two Med cruises 

(1964 & the 1965-66 cruises).  This was exciting stuff for a nineteen year 

old recruit serving his first sea duty. 

After Leahy, sent to “Counter-Insurgency” training in Little Creek, VA 

and then served in the Naval Support Depot in Da Nang, Vietnam and the 

Naval Support Detachment in Chu Lai, Vietnam.  Left Navy after Vietnam 

service and completed my four year enlistment. 

After discharged from the Navy, I went to college.  Believe me, leaving 

Vietnam and joining college campus life in the late 1960’s was an 

adjustment.  Nonetheless, finished and received a degree from the 

University of Massachusetts-Amherst in 1971. 

Tied few different jobs in the business world and finally settled as Human 

Resources specializing in Employee Benefits.  Over a 35+ year career I did 

employee benefits consulting work with Mercer Human Resource 

Consulting and was Employee Benefits Manager for Bay State Gas 

Company, American Mutual Insurance Company, Data General 

Corporation, and NSTAR.  Also, was an instructor in the evening college 

program at Stonehill College (Easton, MA) for eighteen years. 

My wife, Susan, and I meet while students at UMass.  Have two twins; 

Thomas and Kathleen.  Tom and his wife, Alison, live nearby in a Boston 

suburb and Kate and her husband, Bobby, live in Virginia. 

Retired two years ago and enjoying retirement life.  Susan is still working 

at financial advisors firm.  I am busy every day but would be hard pressed 

to tell you exactly what it is I do or get done each day but whatever it is, 

I’m having a good time. 

Tom and Alison gave us our first grandchild last year.  By the time of the 

reunion, our grandson, Rowan, will be one year old.   He is a blessing and 

a joy!  Stand by mates I’ll be coming to the reunion with pictures. 

Although it has been a long time ago, I have the fondest of memories for 

my USS Leahy service and look forward to seeing everyone in September 

2013. 

SUSAN 

 

TOM WELTON, SK2 

S DIVISION 

U.S.S. LEAHY DLG-16 

1964-1966 

Northborough, MA 

36 Longfellow Rd., Northborough, MA 01532 

E-mail:  twelton5679@verizon.net  

H:  508-393-2809  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PAM 

 

 

 

 

 

ROBERT WEST, BMSN 

1ST DIVISION 

U.S.S. LEAHY DLG-16 
DECOMMISSION - 1967 

1966-1967 

ST. Petersburg, FL 

8848 Sunlit Cove DR. NE.,  ST. Petersburg, FL 33702 

E-mail:  realdealbob@msn.com  

H:  727-804-4004  
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